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1.8M GOVERNMENT GRANT TO CONSOLIDATE
BUSINESS SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES
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We are pleased to announce that the Education
Bureau approved a grant to our project
“Enhancement of Learning Good Practices in
Business Social Responsibility” amounting to
HKS$ 1,823,062, under the Quality Enhancement
Support Scheme. The project will last 3 years,
from September 2013 to August 2016.

The proposed project focuses on the
strengthening of ethical culture within campus
as well as the employment of on-campus
and out-of-campus activities to enhance the
development of students’ ethical standards.
Seminars, forums, company visits, competitions
and workshops under the auspices of business
leaders, academia, representatives from
government bodies and professional associations
will be organized.

MY SUMMER INTERNSHIP
AT THE INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT

Hung Kit Ha, Year 4
Department of Accounting & Banking
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The Project is led by Professor Eden Yu,
Dean and Chair Professor of the Faculty of
Commerce, and a new Centre for Corporate
Ethics and Social Responsibilities has been
established under the Faculty of Commerce to
manage the project.

A student shares his views at one of the
government funded workshops.

Last summer, I was selected as a summer intern
to work in the Inland Revenue Department
(IRD) of the Government of the HKSAR for
approximately three months from June to August
2013. I was assigned to work in the Profits Tax
division which was most related to my study so
that I could apply what I had learned from the
lectures.

During the internship, I had the chance to work
with the assessing officers. All of them were
professional and helpful.

The most impressive experience I got during
the internship was that I accompanied a senior
assessor to meet with two residents. “As an
officer of the IRD, we should be neither arrogant
nor servile (7~ 7L T~ %) when we meet with the
residents,” he taught me after the meeting. I
believe this attitude is not only applicable to
the officers of the IRD, but it is also the right
attitude for our life.

I would say that my assignment in the IRD had
expanded my horizons and gave me a practical
experience of working in the accounting-related
field.
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POTSDAM / HONG KONG

m A NEW AND EXCITING EXPERIENCE

Since 2009, there has been an efficient and close
official academic cooperation between the Faculty
of Arts at the University of Potsdam, Germany,
and Chu Hai College of Higher Education, Hong
Kong, in the areas of research, teaching and the
exchange of undergraduate and graduate students. I
consider myself very lucky to have been given the
opportunity to spend three weeks of teaching and
research at Chu Hai College in March 2013. This
was my first visit to Hong Kong and I must admit
that I was a bit concerned about the huge and busy
place that I was supposed to meet, especially as
I didn’t know anybody in this foreign part of the
world. The only person I knew at least by email was
Professor Thomas Chan, the head of the English
Department, who had invited me to Chu Hai.

However, when I arrived in Hong Kong, I was
welcomed so warmly by my new colleagues, that I
soon felt as though I was at home. My stay at Chu
Hai became a wonderful and exciting experience
from which I can still benefit today. I remember with
an attitude of gratitude the lively discussions in a
familiar atmosphere in my seminars and workshops
and the fruitful exchange of ideas and experiences
with students in the classes that I taught together
with my Hong Kong colleagues. Many new
inspirations arose from the talks with my colleagues
in the office or when we shared lunches or dinners.
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Prof llse Wischer
University of Potsdam, Germany

The time at Chu Hai went by all too quickly. Back
in Potsdam I received an invitation to serve as
external examiner for the Faculty of Arts at Chu
Hai College. I did’t think twice about accepting it.
Thus, my first stay in Hong Kong was not only a
new and exciting experience for me, but also the
beginning of a wonderful friend- and partnership,
which already continued this summer with another
short visit to Chu Hai, where I participated in
the Completion and Sharing Seminar of the
QEGS Language Enhancement Project and in the
Welcoming Ceremony of the new students. I also
used this opportunity to meet with a group of eight
students who had been given the chance of spending
this winter term at Potsdam University.

At the beginning of October, we welcomed our
Hong Kong exchange students in Potsdam and I am
sure they will gain similarly fruitful and rewarding
experiences here in Potsdam as I did in Hong Kong.
At the same time, I am especially happy to have
a very good friend and colleague from Chu Hai,
Irene Lee, as a visiting scholar here at our institute
for this winter term. She is teaching a course on
Intercultural Communication, which is a topic,
among many others, on which we can learn a lot
from one another. I am looking forward to further
extending our cooperation in the future.

|
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WORTH THE EFFORT TO STUDY IN GERMANY

Living in the dormitory has lifted my life to a new
level. It is because I can meet people from all round
the world. By talking to them, I learn different
cultures and traditions. It is always interesting to
know more about people of all races. I enjoy it!

Tsang Nok Yiu, Hydia, Year 2
Department of English

I believe exchanging to Germany is a worthwhile
and precious experience. I have gained more than I
expected, and the most honest assessment - it really
broadened my horizons.

Wong Yuk Ki, Yuki, Year 2
Department of Journalism & Communication
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I have been making some new friends, either local
or foreign. This is really cool!

This is a valuable chance for me to choose some
courses not offered at Chu Hai College of Higher
Education.

Chen Shih Ying, Harry, Year 2
Department of English

Everyday here exposes me to a new cultural shock
which I quite enjoy for it pleasantly surprises me

in different ways. Teacher asks, students respond,
and the discussion continues freely until the lecturer
introduces another question. Speaking bluntly maybe
considered disrespectful in our country but Germans
see it as a sincere way to express their ideas and
feelings.

Besides the school life, living in students’ dormitory
provides us a chance to share our cooking skills with
friends from other countries, like Greece, Brazil,
Italy, Azerbaijan and India, which would probably
help us become the next Jamie Oliver.

Chan Sin Ting, Year 2
Department of Journalism & Communication
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EXCHANGE STUDY FULL OF SURPRISES

Have you ever imagined that a university campus
is situated in the grounds of a palace? Yes this is
exactly what we have at the University of Potsdam.
Everyday I pass by a forest with an extensive grass
land and then walking down a path beside a huge
palace to go to school. Every breath of air is fresh,
pleasant and remarkable, signifying a brand new
start to everyday’s life and challenge.

Studying in Germany is quite a big challenge for
us. Students in Germany are really active and keen
on expressing their own opinions in class. Friendly-
debating between students occur in every single
lesson and these really stimulate our brains to think
more, to participate more and to learn more.

Chan Wing Ki, Vicky, Year 2
Department of Journalism & Communication

(From Left) Chan Sin Ting, To Wing Lam, Wong Tsz Kiu, Lam Bo Bo,
Chen Shih Ying, Wong Yuk Ki and Chan Wing Ki.

When [ joined this exchange program to Germany,
I was deeply worried as to whether it was worth
attending. I have to take the risk of deferring
my graduation and to pay a lot of money for this
exchange program. But after spending a month here,
I am glad that I had joined this program.

First of all, I have made many new friends from
various countries. There are many international
students in University of Potsdam (uni-potsdam),
for instance, Brazil, Spain, Greece, Poland,
Russia, Germany, and etc. I can learn more about
different cultures of different countries. I think my
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communication skills have improved, especially in
English and German during this program.

Secondly, I deeply appreciate the attitudes of
students towards learning. Students in Germany are
all very active and aggressive. They would grab any
chances to express themselves and strive for what
they want. Teachers encourage students to express
their perspectives. I find these methods of teaching
improve my mind and lead to better learning skills.

Wong Tsz Kiu, Aki, Year 2
Department of Journalism & Communication

LEARN AND SHARE

OUT OF YOUR CULTURAL BOX WITH NEW EYES

Culture is not theory, was not, and will never
be. Introducing the course “cross cultural
communication” in a foreign country is a challenge,
yet most importantly a good living lesson for people
who study culture. After all, one doesn’t come to
grips with another culture until one experiences it.
Agree?

The maximum number for students anticipated to
enroll in this course was set at 40, but interestingly,
I personally saw it as a great cross cultural
experience, that the number of students in my class
for the first session was like 70. I thought that,
with such a large class, I’d probably have to coax
students to voice out opinions, irrespective whether
reluctantly or otherwise, as everyone in the room
could contribute and benefit the others in view that
the topic of discussion was “boundary-less”. But
surprisingly, it turned out totally opposite; we had
opinions from all kinds of perspectives, nonstop,
in every session. We were communicating cross-
culturally, not because of our nationalities, but
because that during energetic discussions, we were
enacting the theories.

Life can be seen from countless different angles,
and everyday we can see people live their lives
in so many different ways. Everyone of us is a
living culture, and we don’t have to be stuck in our
cultural box provided we are willing to address the

same thing with new eyes. What’s worth holding
onto, usually is not what people believe, but what
you experience.

Ms Irene Lee
Lecturer, Department of English
Visiting Lecturer at the University of Potsdam, Germany

WITH A SMILE, THINGS WON'T GO WRONG!

Living in Potsdam, a tiny, but leisurely comfortable
city, life can’t be more different to living in a hustle-
bustle city like Hong Kong.

Until now, here I found 3 golden rules that enable
me to survive here.

#1 BE NICE AND POLITE

‘Hallo!” This is what you hear most in Potsdam.
People almost greet everyone they meet, irrespective
that it might be the first time they bump into each
other.

#2 WEAR YOUR SMILES

Not everyone here understands English, nor could
they interpret my strange German accent. But by
wearing a smile, things go easier. There was one
time when I took a photo of an old lady without
her permission, and she obviously noticed that.
She walked angrily to me, speaking in German and
saying some words that I did not know. I told her ‘Ich
sprache nicht Deutsch.” which means ‘I don’t speak
German’ with a smile. She shook my hand and
smiled back at me. That was one of the best smiles
I’ve ever seen.
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#3 BE MORE THAN YOURSELF

The ways how German students act and behave are
the biggest culture shock for me. Students speak up
and share their opinions. They challenge teachers
with a whole new point of view. This is another way
how we learn and acquire knowledge, learning from
others rather than just the teacher.

Being an exchange student from Hong Kong, not
only do I learn subjects that are different to those in
Hong Kong, but I also experience and learn another
culture. This is no longer just attending school but
learning about life.

To Wing Lam, Jasmine, Year 2

Department of Journalism and Communication
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Focusing on road side air
quality, we present CO2 STOP, a biological CO2
scrubber shelter. CO2 STOP is a complex of
algae-photo-reactor and bus shelter. It improves
air quality and acquires a self-sustain energy
system. It is low-cost and easy to maintain. We
have a dream, linking up bus shelters and algae-
cultivation chambers, whereby KMB will not only
bring convenience to Hong Kong people with
its bus network, but fresher air, a more livable
environment and a better tomorrow.

3 CHC Architecture students (Mandy Chu, Lam
Ho and Roy Leung) together with the Dean of
Students, Brenda Ku, Counselor, Serene Chang,
and 70 students and teachers from other local
universities participated in a week-long Challenge
Cup competition in Suzhou, Jiangsu, China.
This annual national event this year took place at
Soochow University from 14 — 18 October 2013
with about 450 participating' Mainland universities.
Mandy Chu’s project was on “Biodegradable
Architecture: Bamboo as a Potential Solution to
Reduce Construction Waste” while Lam Ho and
Roy Lam worked as a team on a bus shelter project
“CO2 STOP”.

Another valuable reward from the competition
was a chance to build up connection with fellow
participants and volunteers of Soochow University.
The connection was not limited to academics or
competition, but extended to culture, daily life,
political view, etc.

only for onsite scaffolding. Over 50,000tonnes of
bamboo scaffolding waste each year is dumped
as construction waste. The bamboo scaffolding
produces 30 tonnes of bamboo waste per day.

Hong Kong is climatically suitable to showcase

The first thing that impressed me was the Opening
Ceremony Performance. I believed that most
of Chinese did watch the Opening Ceremony
Performance of the Beijing Olympic, and I could
tell you that the one in Suzhou was comparable with

I had a chance to look at the submissions from other
universities of China and learned a lot. The country-
wide competition opened my eyes.

I am earnestly grateful for the recognition I recetved
for my thesis project. I would like to make a special
mention to professors from the Department of
Architecture, Mr. Paul Chu and Mr. Stan Lai who
have been my mentors throughout the design project
and this competition. Thank you for granting me
with this invaluable chance to join the competition
and making me who I am today.

that, though in a smaller scale.

L]

Construction Waste accounts for 23% by volume
of the total amount (13300 tonnes) of landfill
per day. However, the existing methods of
construction and demolition do not really try to
reduce the unnecessary landfill volume that we
are facing. The bamboo currently in use in Hong
Kong is imported from China and is employed

the sustainable potentials of using bamboo as a
biodegradable and renewable resource as well as
to change the trash chain by employing bamboo
waste from the construction phase to build
recyclable structures.
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ON BOARD OF US
AIRCRAFT CARRIER

On 11 November 2013, President Chang Chung
Nan, Dean of Faculty of Commerce Professor Eden
Yu and Dean of Students Brenda Ku, together with

15

WUZHIXING(# 1117) 2013

3 years in a roll, 41 CHC students participated in
the intervarsity charity walk, Wuzhixing 2013 ( £&
£ 47) , organized by Wu Zhi Qiao Charitable
Foundation ( #1455 ) on 17 November 2013.
Among the 13 participating tertiary institutions, CHC
raised the highest funds to support the operation and
development of the Foundation in Mainland China.
Early in the morning, participants walked along the
route from Tsuen Wan Park to Sham Tseng with a
brick in their hands to pass on the belief “Take a
‘Brick' to change lives with bridges”. Following the
charity walk, CHC students will organize a bridge
building trip in Sancha Village in April 2014.

30 CHC students and 7 staff, were invited by the US
Consulate General of the United States of America
(Hong Kong & Macau) to visit the US Navy Aircraft
Carrier, USS George Washington. During the one-
hour visit, participants toured around the hangar deck,
bridge and flight deck. CHC students were most
impressed with the aircraft elevator, which required
only 9 seconds to transport aircrafts from the hangar
deck to the flight deck. According to the Deputy
Consul General, Mr Tom Clooney, CHC was the first
Hong Kong higher education institution to visit USS
George Washington.

Immediately after our visit, USS George Washington
departed early from Hong Kong the next day to the
Philippines to support typhoon relief by order of
Secretary of Defense.
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